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THE  PREAOHERt  !  complying  with  its  forms.  Theyprofess-'formcdtothetimesortheformsofpray- 

ed  great  zeal  in  spreading  the  blessings jjer,  which  distinguished  the  Pharisees — 
ORIGINAL  SERMON.— NO.  10.  1  of  their  religion,  and  were  consequently  and  certainly  not  to  the  pretending  and 

BY  8.  R.  SMITH.  cndeavors  to  proselyte  the!  disgusting  parade  of  devotion  which  they 

*H.T,  TII.  24.-^“ Judge  not  dccorrfm- to  JAf  appear- increased  the  rigors  of  eternally  obtruded  upon  the  notice  o'f 
ance,  but  judge  righteous  judgitutU."  I: abstinence,  and  laid  great  stress  on  the' community.  He  and  his  followers  would 

This  solemn  admonition  is  addressed ji®* *”*^*  regular  observance  of  fasting.!  therefore  be  infallibly  regarded  as  want- 
hy  our  Saviour,  to  those,  who  seem  to  tythed  the  most  trilling  and  insig-|  ing  in  piety— as  men  of  prayerless  lives, 

have  been  little  disposed  to  comply  with!  "ificant  particulars,  and  claimed  distinc-  who  had  little  reverence  for  God,  and 
its  direction.  He  had  on  a  previous  oc-i  discovering  and  making  the  ap-  much  less  for  the  traditions  of  the  Elders, 

casion,  cured  an  infirm  man  on  the  Sab-' sentiments  inspired  by  Appearances  werz  in  these  respects,a- 
bath  day,  and  was  in  consequence,  charg- '  in  pinst  them,  and  the  multitude  would 

ed  with  having  broken  the  Sabbath.  To  well  drawn  example,  introduced  by,  judge  accordingly, 
this  he  refers  by  saying — ‘'If  a  man  on  ‘‘Two  men  went  up  into.  Our  Saviour  expressed  in  the  most  un- 

the  Sabbath  day  receive  circumcision  Temple  to  pray  ;  the  one  a  Pharisee,  |  ,jualified  manner,  his  disapprobation  of 
that  the  law  of  Moses  should  not  bebro-,  other  a  Publican.  The  Phariseej  t|j0  system  of  proselyting.  The  nature 

ken ;  are  ye  angry  at  me,  because  I  have  prayed  thus  with  himself  j  3fjd  success  of  the  efforts  then  making  in 

made  a  man  every  whit  whole,  on  the  ^  thank  thee  that  I  am  not  as  other;  that  cause,  are  exhibited  in  the  following 
Sabbath-day.’”  And  in  this  remark,  he  ^  twice  in^  the  week,  P  strong  language  t  “Ye  compass  sea  and 

draws  a  parallel  between  their  own  con-  8"’®  of  all  1  possess.”  j  to  make  one  proselyte,  and  when  ha 

duct  and  his,  intending  to  convince  them,!'  The  good  things, on  the  doingof  which,;  is  made,  ye  make  him  two-fold  more  the 
that  if  ifwas  lawful  for  them  to  circum-  this  man  so  much  prides  himself — are,;  child  of  hell  than  yourselves.”  Hecon- 
cise  on  the  Sabbath,  it  was  equally  so  for,  that  he  fasts  “twice  in  the  week,  and  fined  his  own  labors,  and  restricted  those 
him  to  heal  the  sick.  This  is  the  ob- i  gives  ly/ies  of  all  he  possessed.”  And  of  his  followers  during  his  personal  min- 
jeet  of  the  text — in  which  he  calls  upon  |  we  can  have  little  doubt,  of  the  perfect  istry,  to  the  Hebrews.  And  when  it  is 
them  to  judge,  not  from  appearances  sincerity  of  the  man — for  we  are  not  to  recollected,  that  it  was  then  thought  to 
merely,  but  according  to  righteousness,  determine  respecting  motives,  by  tiie  ab-j  be  one  of  the  evidences  of  true  religion. 
What  were  the  appearances^  in  respect  surdity  of  opinions,  or  the  utter  useless-;  and  active  zeal,  to  be  engaged  in  the  con- 
to  the  religious  character  of  the  Phari-  »ess  of  their  results.  Were  this  made |  version  of  the  Gentiles,  appearances 
sees,  from  which  the  people  generally !' the  criterion  of  judgment,  the  number  of!  would  indicate  a  want  of  both  in  the  ad¬ 
judged  ?  |i hypocrites  would  probably  be  augmented,  vocates  of  reform. 

The  Hebrews  may  be  said  to  have  j  beyond  all  reasonable  bounds,  while  at  |  Neither  Christ  nor  his  disciples  observ- 
been  a  religious  people.  They  knew  the  same  time  we  should  obviously  vio-i  ed  the  fasts,  common  to  the  more  religious 
that  the  law  of  the  Lord  had  been  given  late  the  requirement  of  the  text.  j  Jews.  This  circumstance  excited  the 

to  them,  and  that  they  were  its  special  I  Finally,  this  sect  was  exceedingly  cau-|  notice  of  his  followers,  who  enquired  the 
subjects  and  keepers.  They  knew  thati  tious  and  circumspect  in  regard  to  the!  reason.  Comparing  then,  the  sanctimo- 
their  religion  was  revealed  from  heaven,;  Sabbath — so  much  so,  that  the  most  ob-j  nious  austerity  which  was  faithfully  com- 
and  that  all  its  peculiarities,  its  promises!  vious  works  of  charit)'  and  mercy  seem,  plied  with  “twice^in  the  week,”  with 
and  its  privileges  w’ere  designed  for  their;  to  have  been  wholly  neglected,  and  per-1  the  disregard  of  such  rites  evinced  by  our 
comfort  and  enjoyment.  And  they,  in |  haps  regarded  as  infractions  of  the  duty'  Lord,  and  appearances  would  incline  the 
consequence,  felt  themselves  religiously  j  of  keeping  that  day  asholvtime.  |  Jews  to  yield  the  palm  of  piety  to  the 

distinguished  from  all  others — claiming  To  all  <//)/7eofonre  therefore,  they  werei  Pharisees. 

to  be  the  favorite  and  peculiar  people  of  a  very  religious  and  godly  people.  And  j  As  Israelites,  there  can  be  no  doubt, 

God.  they  seem  to  have  thought  themselves  as  that  Christ  and  his  apostleskepttheSab- 

But  in  process  of  time,a  certain  sect  arose  much  better,  as  they  w’ere  more  punc-;  bath  with  all?  the  strictness  required  by 
called  Pharisees,  from  a  word  which  sig-  tillious  than  others.  An  opinion  which'  the  law  of  Moses.  For  we  may  be  assu- 
nifies  to  separate^  which  improved  upon  was  certainly  entertained  by  the  mass  of  red,  that  he  who  declared,it  to  be  easier 
most  of  the  maxims  of  the  ceremonial  the  people.  ;  for  “heaven  and  earth  to  pass  away,” 

law  by  a  more  than  ordinary  strictness  in  .  Now  in  respect  to  all  these  particulars,  than  for  one  tittle  of  the  law  to  fail,  would 
the  observation  of  its  peculiarities.  it  is  certain  that  Jesus  and  his  apostles!  certainly  be  the  last  to  violate  that  law* 

They  multiplied  the  seasons  of  prayer,  were  far  from  being  punctilious.  Wej' And  yet,  nothing  can  be  plainer  than  that 
aod  were  exceedingly  ostentatious  in  ybave  no  intimation,  that  Obrist  ever  con-ti  he  did  tiof  couform  to  all  the  minutia 
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which  marked  the  conduct  of  those  whol  junction  of  the  text — “Judge  righteous 
would  be  considered  most  religious.  He|  judgmeut.” 

justified  his  followers  in  picking  the  ears,  Every  age  however,  is  generally  dis- 
of  grain,  and  eating,  while  passing  thro’l  tinguished  by  peculiar  religious  traits,  a 
the  fields  on  tliat  day.  He  authorised!  deviation  from  which,  is  considered  a 
the  infirm  man  whom  he  had  restored  to|  mark  of  irreligion.  And  this  remark  has 
health,  to  carry  his  couch  on  the  Sabbath  j  unfortunately  found  an  application  to  the 
—and  he  reproved  the  Pharisees  for  lead-i  Christian  church,  in  a  remarkable  degree, 
ing  a  beast  to^water,  when  at  the  samej  one  time,  to  have  expressed  a  doubt 
time,  they  were  angry  at  him  for  having'  of  the  moral  propriety  and  evangelical 
healed  the  sick.  |  efficacy  of  the  crusades,  would  probably 

But  as  the  tone  of  public  opinion  w'as  *have  called  forth  upon  a  people,  the  mise- 
taken  from  the  doctrines  and  usages  of  ries  of  an  interdict — and  upon  an  indivi- 
the  predominent  religious  sect, — and  as  dual,  the  terrors  of  excommunication. 
they  declared  Jesus  to  be  guilty  of  viola-  ,  The  reason  is  obvious — the  dignitaries 
ting  the  sanctity  of  the  Sabbath  ;  it  would  |’ of  the  church  were  engaged  in  the  enter- 
follow  that  judging  from  op/^ea/ance,  he.  plizc,  and  the  multitude  who  generally 
would  be  regarded  as  a  Sabbath-breaker,  i  judge  from  appearances^  took  it  for  grant- 
But  Nvhatever  might  have  been  thecri-||ed,  that  it  was  an  act  of  piety  to  God,  and 
terion  of  judgment  then,  and  however  er-,  Would  call  down  the  special  benediction 
roneous  the  conclusion  drawn  by  the  in-^.of  heaven.  But  reason  and  experience 
terested  Pharisees,  and  the  almost  ado-'  ultimately  produced  a  change  of  opinion 


ring  and  bigoted  populace — we  at  this 
distance  of  time,  are  in  very  little  danger 
of  being  misled  by  specious  appearances. 
No  Christian  of  whatever  sect  will  now 
judge,  that  the  Pharisees  were  more  pious 
than  the  Si^iour — or  that  the  latter  was 
less  the  pattern  of  all  virtue,  because  he 
did  not  conform  to  all  tlie  tradition'ary 
ceremonials  imposed  by  the  Jewish  El¬ 
ders.  All  parties  and  classes  are  now  so 
well  instructed  on  these  subjects,  that 
they  judge  a  “righteous  jud%hient.”  Je¬ 
sus  now  is,  and  has  been  fur  many  cen¬ 
turies,  considered—  the  great  “holy,  harm¬ 
less  and  undefiled”  high-priest  of  our 
profession — as  “tempted  in  all  points  like 
as  we  are,  and  yet  without  sin.” 

No  one  now  doubts  the  purity  of  that 
devotion,  which  claimed  no  affinity  with 


and  men  were  leltto  wonder  at  the  In¬ 
fatuation  which  had  drenched  Palestine 
in  blood,  and  filled  Europe  with  wretch¬ 
edness  and  grief. 

At  another  time,  the  distinguishing 
marks  of  great  devotion  to  the  church, 
consisted  in  the  granting  and  receiving 
of  indiilj^ences.  We  are  well  apprised 
of  the  odium  which  was  cast  upon  Lu¬ 
ther  and  his  co-workers,  for  tlieir  opjK)- 
sition  to  tliese  measures.  They  were  de¬ 
nounced  as  the  enemies  of  God,  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  the  church,  branded  as  the  most 
lawless  schismatics,  and  expelled  from 
the  pale  of  the  faithful.  Their  protec¬ 
tors  afforded  them  aid,  at  the  hazzard  of 
expulsion  from  the  peace  of  the  church, 
and  at  the  peril  of  the  sword. 

Yet  this  manful  resistence  to  a  popular 


Jewish  formality.  No  Christian,  who  measure,  sanctioned  by  the  holy  name  of 
does  not  feel  that  his  profession  derives  i  religion,  was  the  foundation  of  what  we 
dignity  from  the  perfect  rectitude,  and  proudly  call— the  reformation.  What 
simple  and  unostentatious  piety  of  the  j  Pro/cs/anf  now  judges  of  the  labors  and 
great  author  and  founder  of  his  religion,  j,  declamation  ofTetzel  as  the  mass  of  chris- 
Instead  of  being  regarded  as  the  violator;  tiaiis  then  judged  ?  Who  among  the  ma- 
of  all  the  forms  of  religion — our  Saviour,  ny  millions  that  have  claimed  the  bene- 
is  now  viewed,  as  instituting  its  only  true !  fits  of  the  doctrine  of  the  reformation, 
principles — and  as  illustrating  all  its  prac-  ;*  that  now  regards  the  little  band  of  sturdy 
tical  rcouirements.  Instead  of  opposing!  remonstrants  against  the  encroachments 
the  truth' — its  only  advocate — instead  of  of  clerical  power,  as  impious  and  daring 
discouraging  its  propagation,  he  com- Ij infidels  Who  is  not  ratlier  vain  of  his 
mands  its  publication  in  every  land,  and ''doctrinal  affinity  to  these  men — while  he 
to  eveiy  member  of  the  family  of  man.  feels  that  human  nature  was  ennobled. 
Instead  of  infringing  upon  the  sanctity  of  and  Christianity  rescued  from  the  pollu- 
the  Sabbath,  as  reviving  the  spirit  of  its  itions  of  imposture,  by  their  integrity  and 
primitive  institution  ;  and  instead  of  pass- 1!  persevering  zeal. 

ing  it  as  a  period  of  solemn  sanctity,  ap-  |  Nothing  need  be  said  of  the  various 
propriating  it  to  purposes  of  social  and  peculiarities  which  have  distinguished 
moral  improvement,  and  the  increase  of  I  ages  and  sects  since  the  reformation  :  it 
the  fund  of  human  happiness  by  acts  of  may  suffice  to  notice  those  of  our  own 
mercy  and  benevolence.  times.  Xt  this  time  in  our  own  country. 

Thus  men  have  ceased  to  judge  “ac-jj  we  have  several  prominent  subjects,  coiu- 
oording  to  the  appearance”  in  relation  to  monly  judged  to  be  indications  of  up- 
Christ;  and  in  compliance  with  the  in- jj common  piety,  and  zeal  for  religion. — > 


And  indeed,  were  appeaiances  the  exclu¬ 
sive  criterion  of  judgment,  it  might  be 
I  presumed  with  great  prcbability,  that  the 
votaries  of  modern  zeal  are  greatly  con- 
cerned  for  the  honor  of  God  and  the  ia- 
terests  of  his  religion. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  subjects 
wIulIi  engages  the  attention  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  public,  is  the — “Bible  Society.” — 
The  ostensible  object  of  this  institution, 
is  the  gratuitous  supply  of  all  the  poor  and 
destitute  families  of  our  land,  with  the 
most  precious  of  all  books — the  Bible. — 
For  the  attainment  of  this  desirable  ob¬ 
ject,  apjieals  are  constantly  made  to  the 
public  charity,  and  extensive  funds  are 
annually  appropriated  for  its  accomplish¬ 
ment.  The  philanthropist  is  called  to 
contemplate  the  situation  of  the  obscure 
cottager,  destitute  of  the  bible,  and  of 
course,  without  the  word  of  life — to  view 
the  abode  of  poverty,  where  the  scanty 
pittance  procured  by  vigilance  and  care 
is  swallowed  up  in  supplying  the  indiv 
pensible  necessaries  of  life — and  the 
I  haunts  of  ignorance  and  vice  are  opened 
,  to  his  inspection,  that  he  may  feel  the  im¬ 
portance  of  giving  the  means  of  reforma- 
!  tion  and  peace. 

[;  In  such  a  cause,  what  heart  feels  no 
I  interest  ?  Who  that  sycapathises  not  ia 
'  the  distresses  of  poverty,  and  ignorance 
•  and  vice  i  And  who  that  feels  for  human 
’  woe,  that  can  withhold  the  charity  which 
would  give  relief?  That  charity — which 
aims  at  higher  benefits  than  other  wants 
:can  demand — and  which  would  by  im¬ 
parting  the  instructions  of  truth,  bless  its 
j'objects  with  resignation  and  peace  in 
time,  and  the  fruition  of  immaculate 
I  bliss  in  eternity. 

ji  It  should  not  therefore  be  matter  of 
i’ surprise,  that  those  who  do  not  become 
'  members  of  such  a  society,  and  who  will 
!  not  aid  its  objects  with  their  means, 

.  should  be  regarded  as  wanting  in  religion. 

!  Appearances  indicate  this,  and  those  who 
j  judge  from  no  other  considerations,  will 
I  vent  their  convictions  in  abuse  and  vitu¬ 
peration. 

||  Another  prominent  establishment,  to 
the  promotion  of  which  the  zeal  of 
,  several  sects  has  been  earnestly  di- 
i  reeted,  is  the  “Missionary  Society.” — 

;  The  avowed  object  of  this  society,  is  the 
.  dispensation  of  the  gospel  to  those  who 
are  not  favored  with  the  ministration  of 
j  the  word  ;  and  especially  the  conversion 
,  of  the  Heathen.  Now  every  Christian 
,  wishes  the  propagation  of  the  gospel — he 
would  see  the  scattered  remnant  of  Israel 
gathered  into  the  fold  of  the  “shepherd 
\  and  bishop  of  souls  and  learn  with  the 
,  most  sincere  pleasure,  that  paganism  was 
lino  more.  And  desiring  all  this,  how  can 
■  he  withhold  both  his  countenance,  and 
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his  support  from  a  society,  whose  pro- jjtions  in  bearing  down  opposition  and 
fesscd  object  is  the  attainment  of  his  most  !  frowning  into  contempt  the  voice  of  ad- 
ardent  wishes?  Cai»  it  be  matter  of  sur-  j monition  and  remonstrance.  For  it  will 
prise,  that  those  who  thus  stand  back  ithen  be  asked — Do  you  not  wish  the  Bi- 
from  the  support  of  a  popular  religious  'hie  should  be  given  to  all  the  destitute  r 
measure,  should  be  branded  as  cold  heart-  ;  Do  you  not  desire  the  universal  spread 
ed  and  irreligious  ?  yl /j/reoronces  are  cer-  of  the  gospel? — Would  you  not  see  the 
tainly  against  them,  and  they  must  ex- !  sanctuary  the  exclusive  resort  of  men  on 
pect  the  obloquy  and  reproach  of  those  : the  Sabbath? — Would  you  not  rejoice 
who  judge  from  no  other  considerations,  that  intemperance  was  expunged  from 
But  in  this  age  of  zeal  and  enterprise,  catalogue  of  human  vices?  Every 
we  may  not  suppose  that  community  will  :  Christian  every  friend  of  truth  ard  vir- 
rest  satisfied  with  only  two  objects  of  ex-  answer,  yes.  Then  it  will  be 

ertion.  And  accordii'igly,  we  find  the  i»quired---are  you  a  member  ol 

tention  of  the  public  mind  directed  to  societies  a  contributor  to 

“the  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath.”  ?  Let  it  be  supposed  you  are 

It  was  never  doubted,  that  the  Jews y®'"’  answer  is,  no.  Will 
were  required  under  severe  penalties  to  1*^  inferred  that  your  motives  are 

“keep  the  Sabbath  holy.”  Nor  ques-,>P‘^'’'®"^—^'>®‘ Profession  is  an  emp- 
froned  by  Christians  in  general,  that  the  ^  and  that  your  morality  is  at  least 

observation  of  a  day  of  rest,  religious  wor- 1  Pro^^c’oatical  ?  And  all  this  will  be  in¬ 
ship  and  social  and  moral  improvement, 'i^oi'*'cd,  merely  because  the  aspect  of  the 
was  both  useful  and  proper.  !'  religious  world  bears  a  peculiar  charac- 

Besides  this,  there  is  the  appearance  i'^^r,  and  not  from  any  particular  act  of 
of  irreligion  in  disregarding  the  religious  :yoors.  It  is  rather  because  you  do  not 

feelings  of  others  ;  and  he  who  does  not,*'“«‘  do,  that  appearances  will  be 

will  learn  that  to  do  so,  is  the  way  to  in-'  against  you.  In  this  manner  the 

cor  the  weight  of  the  heaviest  indignation.  of  our  Saviour,  and  in  this 

He  will  be  regarded  as  a  violator  of  hea.  I,  ""'‘X  "f  professors  now  judge, 

yen’s  own  law — a  transgressor  of  the  civil  But  let  us  endeavor  to  form  a  righteous 
institutions  of  his  country — a  disturber  of  judgment — not  merely  of  the  past,  but  of 
the  public  peace,  and  an  enemy  to  social  the  present;  and  for  this  purpose  we  will 
order  and  religious  decorum.  And  op- ib.'ielly  review  the  operations  of  these 
pearances  \\\\[  justify  every  epithet  and ,,  boasted  institutions, 
indignity  which  zeal,  provoked,  can  accu-i|  The  “Bible  Society”  has  existed  seve- 
mulate  or  employ,  to  heap  infamy  and '  ral  years,  and  has  constantly  as'owed  the 
centempt  upon  the  head  of  the  olF.,‘u-  same  object— the  supply  of  all  the  poor 
der.  and  destitute.  This  object  is  still  urged, 

Nor  does  the  spirit  of  our  country  rest  jwhen  it  is  notorious,  that  the  society  has 
with  these  labors.  Tne  curse  of  domes-  ;more — many  more  Bibles  on  hand,  than 
tic  and  social  life — the  deadly  bane  of  i^vould  supply  every  destitute  family. — 
private  happiness  and  public  morals,  lias  jj  Why  then,  if  this  be  the  object,  is  it  not 
called  into  exercise  the  warmest  efforts  done. 

of  every  philanthropic  mind.  And  we  I  This  single  fact,  if  there  were  no  other, 
have  parent  and  subordinate  “Tempe-  should  render  men  cautious  qf  appyaran- 
rance  Societies,”  for  the  suppression  of  .fcs,  and  gives  reason  to  suspect  that  a 
dninkeness.  righteous  judgment  would  set  it  down  as 

There  cannot  be  a  sober  man,  and  a  a  temporal  monopoly  rather  than  a  chari- 
well-wisher  of  his  kindred  race,  who,  table  institution.  t 
does  not  wish  this  evil  expelled  from  the  Ij  The  “  Missionary  Society  ”  has  done 
abodes  of  men.  How  then,  can  any  man  r  nothing  among  the  natives  of  our  own 
who  wishes  to  retain  a  reputation  for  tern-'  country — but  secure  more  or  less  of  their 
perance,  refrain  from  becoming  a  mem-i  property  and  lands.  Besides,  it  is  noto- 
ber,  or  withhold  his  mite  from  the  fund;  riously  a  sectarian  institution,  and  norea- 
of  the  society  ?  Will  it  not  be  urged,  that  !  son  can  be  given  why  one  sect  should  be 
his  example  will  be  construed  by  the  in-  called  upon  to  support  another  abroad, 
temperate  into  a  patronage  of  the  crime  ?  .sooner  than  at  home.  Aluch  therefore  as 
And  will  not  appearances  authorise  the  'we  wish  the  Bible  given  to  the  poor,  and 
judgment,  that  though  a  sober  man,  he  the  gospel  preached  to  all  people,  there 
is  the  friend  of  drunkenness  and  vice  ?  seems  at  present  little  prospect  of  either. 
Strong  and  impressive  as  are  the  ap-  through  the  instruraeutality  of  these  so- 
pearances  of  these  respective  societies  in  cieties.  And  notwithstanding  appearan- 
their  separate  capacities,  they  are  much  ces,  a  man  may  be  neither  an  infidel,  nor 
more  so,  when  wrought  into  one  mighty  wanting  in  the  spirit  of  religion,  merely 
amalgamation — where  zeal  and  popular  because  he  rejects  their  pretensions  and 
effort  concentrate  their  objects  and  opera- ^judges  from  facts. 


;  The  “sanctification  of  the  Sabbath”  is 
1  no  new  theme.  Bat  its  particular  advo¬ 
cates  know  that  three  centuries  passed 
i  away,  before  the  frst  day  of  the  week 
j  obtained  the  name  of  Sabbath.  They 
I  know  that  Jesus  said  nothing  of  changing 
the  season  of  holy  time  and  sacred  rest 
j  from  the  seventh,  to  the  first  day  of  the 
;  week.  They  know,  that  neither  he,  nor 
his  apostles  intimated  the  necessity  of 
such  a  change,  when  the  Christians  might 
be  in  circumstances  to  enforce  it.  And 
much  as  all  desire  to  see  the  season  of 
worship  observed  by  all — and  the  resur¬ 
rection  of  Jesus  commemorated  by  all,~- 
still  a  righteous  judgment  would  forbid 
I  the  perversion  of  even  holy  time  to  the 
'purposes  of  a  party. 

j  “Temperance  Societies”  are  of  reeent 
origin,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
ithe  state  of  the  community  required  some 
great  and  persevering  efforts  to  arouse  the 
'public  mind  to  the  impertance  of  the  sub¬ 
ject.  But  why  are  extensive  funds  re¬ 
quired  for  suppressing  intemperance  ? — ■ 

;  Why  is  Legislative  aid  required  to  con¬ 
stitute  such  a  society  a  corporate  body  ? 
Is  temperance  to  be  promote  by  co-part¬ 
nership  in  permanent  funds  ? — Why  on 
these  principles  are  we  not  favored  with 
truth-telling  societies — mth  associations 
for  the  promotion  of  equity,  and  the  sup¬ 
pression  of  theft. 

These  suggestions  are  made,  in  order 
!if  possible,  to  prevent  hasty  and  injudi¬ 
cious  judgments  from  mere  appearances ; 
and  not  with  a  view  to  cast  a  reflection 
on  the  honest  motives  of  any  man  or  set 
'of  men.  But  facts  should  always  take 
'precedence  of  appearance,  however  im¬ 
posing.  God  speed  all  the  ways  and 
means  founded  in  propriety  and  truth,  for 
the  promotion  of  order,  peace  and  virtue 
'among  men.  And  may  his  guidance  di¬ 
rect  us  in  the  way  of  duty,  his  spirit  sus¬ 
tain  us  in  Its  faithful  performance,  and 
enable  us  in  all  things,  but  especially  in 
those  of  religion — to  “judge  righteous 
judgment.”  Amen. 

ANECDOTE. 

,  Frederick  III,  of  Prussia,  received  a 
petition  from  one  of  his  districts,  praying 
that  a  certain  clergyman  be  suspended 
from  preaching,  because  lie  held  that  the 
I  punishment  of  the  wicked  would  come 
to  an  end.  The  king  took  his  pen,  and 
I  wrote  the  following  answ’er  ; — “I  have 
iconsidered  the  above  petition,  and  do 
I  hereby  give  my  royal  permission  to  all 
j  my  loyal  subjects  to  be  damned  to  all  eter- 
;nity,  if  they  choose  it ;  but  I  do  positive¬ 
ly  forbid  their  quarrelling  with  their 
:  neighbors,  who  are  not  willing  to  keep 
i  their  company  so  long. 
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UTICA,  SATURDAY,  MAY  15, 1830.  ! 

POWER  OF  TRADITION.  I 

Few  people,  comparatively  speakinjr,  we  be- . 
lieve,  arc  fylly  aware  of  the  astonishing  power  of' 
tradition— of  the  strength  of  early  received  opin-  ^ 
ions,  and  the  influence  they  c.xcrt  upon  the  minds  j' 
of  men  in  all  subsequent  periods  of  life.  Truly  ; 
did  the  poet  say,  ji 

“  ’Tis  education  forms  the  common  mind,  j 

Just  as  the  twig  is  bent  the  tree’s  inclin’d.  | 

How  many  people  there  arc  in  the  world  who  can  !j 
assign  no  better  reason  for  their  belief  in  matters 
of  faith,  than  that  their  fathers  thus  believed,  and  / 
their  grand-fathers  thus  believed,  and  they  were  so : 
taught  in  early  childhood,  and  therefore  they  must  | 
be  righ*,;  at  the  same  time  they  are  totally  inca-r 
pable*  of  adducing  a  single  argument  in  favor  of  ' 
their  opinions ! 

Such  people  cannot,  in  truth,  be  said  to  have 
any  reed  faith— iheir  belief  is  traditional — their  hope  i 
is  traditional,  and  their /car*  are  traditional ;  and  j! 
these  not  unfrequently  in  direct  opposition  to  the  jj 
Bound  and  deliberate  judgment  of  their  minds.  | 

To  illustrate  the  truth  of  this  remark,  we  ask  ji 
our  aged  and  middle  aged  readers  to  take  a  retro-  il 
Bpoct  of  their  past  lives  and  early  opinions— to  re- 1' 
vert  to  the  days  of  childhood.  Can  you  not  dis-  |i 
tinctly  recollect  that  when  you  were  from  four  to  i 
twelve  years  old,  it  was  customary  for  children  of|i 
the  same  neighborhood  and  similar  age,  to  meet 
together  frequently  and  spend  an  evening  in  so-  !; 


ped  darkness  of  the  night,  whore  he  knew  that 
“raw  head  and  bloody  bones”  awaited  him. 
Thus  children  have  suffered  and  been  frightened 
almost  out  of  their  wits  by  the  monstrous  legends 
of  by-gone  days.  But  this  is  not  the  worst  of  it ; 
the  business  does  not  end  here — these  children 
have  since  arrived  to  manhood.  And  though  it  is 
true  that  the  most  of  them  have  discarded  these 
stories  with  wliich  tliey  were  once  so  much  alarm-  ; 
ed,  as  “  old  wives’  fables”  and  legendary  fictions 
— tliough  their  Jitigmcnf  tells  them  there  is  no’ 
truth  in  tliem,  and  that  they  have  no  just  ground 
to  fear  any  of  those  imaginary  monsters,  such  as 
witches,  wizzards,  ghosts,  &c.  vet  they  find  it  not’ 
so  easy  a  thing  to  get  rid  of  their  fears  and  timidi- 1 
ty.  For  many  years  (and  in  some  cases  for  life)  j 
after  the  judgment  is  fully  satisfied  they  have  noth¬ 
ing  to  fear  from  such  things,  the  same  fearfulness  j 
and  trepidation  of  the  heart  (in  consequence  of 
these  false  stories)  will  hang  about  them :  and  it  | 
requires,  even  then,  a  very  great  and  resolute  ef-, 
fort  of  the  mind  so  entirely  to  shake  off  all  re¬ 
mains  of  these  traditionary  fears,  as  never  to  feel  ^ 
any  timidity  or  palpitation  of  the  heart,  in  dark, ' 
lonely  and  gloomy  places.  | 

It  is  on  this  principle — from  our  knowledge  of 
the  power  of  tradition — that  we  account  for  the : 
astonishing  and  pernicious  influence  still  exerted 
upon  many  minds  by  the  doctrine  of  endless  mis¬ 
ery.  The  idea  of  an  endless  hell  in  a  literal  lake 
of  fire  and  brimstone  has  been  so  long  and  so  suc¬ 
cessfully  urged  upon  mankind,  and  handed  down 
from  sire  to  son,  that  it  has  become  almost  indel-' 


cial  chit-chat— an  telling  and  hea:Ing  stories — |  ibly  impressed  on  the  minds  of  many  whose  better, 
yes,  stories,  not  unfrequently,  the  most  frightful  'judgment  teaches  them  it  cannot  be  true.  Hav-| 

that  the  imagination  could  conceive _ about  ! '"g  early  been  taught  that  this  doctrine  was  true, 

witches  and  wizzards,  ghosts,  hobgoblins  and  '  and  sucked  it  in  almost  with  their  mothers’ milk, ' 
apparitions?  The  whole  livelong  evening  of  a  ; their  imaginations  have  been  wrought  up  to  the 
December’s  night  would  be  wasted  by  these  chil-  highest  pitch— they  have  almost  heard  the  flames  | 
dren  in  trying  to  sec  which  could  tell  the  “big-  of  hell  crackling — and  smelt  the  fumes  of  sulphur 
gest”— in  other  words — the  most  frightful  story  —while  some  pious  mother  has  described  to  them  [ 
concerning  these  imaginary  bejngs — after  their  torments  of  the  damned.  So  strongly  have 
wonder  and  astonishment  at  the  awful  scenes  de-  these  ideas  and  t  jelings  been  riveted  to  their  hearts 
tcribed  had  been  raised  to  the  highest  pitch,  per-  requires  no  ordinary  effort  to  shake  them 

haps  an  aged  grand-mother,  sitting  by,  would  tell  because  they  are  rational,  or  consistent, 

a  story  “bigger”  than  all  these  urcliins  put  to-  or  scriptural ;  but  because  they  have  boon  traJi- 
gether;  insomuch  that  their  eyes  would  roll,  and  lionoted  in  the  belief  of  t!iem.  j 

glisten  like  those  of  the  cat-of-the-mountain ;  and  '  There  are  many  who  have  been  educated  in 
then — “it  is  time  to  go  home,”  would  break  from  ,  this  horrid  dogma,  and  who,  on  that  account,  still 
the  lips  of.onc  of  the  party,  and  anon  all  would  continue  to  support  it,  who  nevertheless  acknow-; 
be  on  their  homeward  course.  But  if  these  |  ledge  that  the  doctrine  of  endless  misery  appears 
“knights  of  the  marvellous  and  frightful”  happen-  to  be  at  war  with  the  natural  benevolence  of  the 
ed  to  be  any  distance  from  “  papa’s  house,”  even  human  heart,  opposed  to  every  ennobling  concep- 
thougli  it  should  not  exceed  sixty  rods,  they  would  tion  of  the  divine  being,  and  contrary  to  the  dic- 
discover  an  hundred  witches  on  their  way,  or  as  tates  of  reason ;  but  still  they  cannot  give  it  up  ^ 
many  ghosts,  (in  trees  and  stumps,  and  posts  and  because  of  their  traditional  fears — they  have  been 
fences,)  with  arms  extended  to  embrace  them-  taught  to  believe  it,  and  they  are  afraid  to  re- 
every  rod  would  be  a  mile,  and  every  step  a  leap,  i  nounce  it,  lest  it  should  finally  prove  to  be  true.  ’ 
tilt  they  reached  the  paternal  roof,  and  then  boun-  i  But  let  such  remember,  that  they  are  far  from  pos- ' 
dod  within,  pale  and  trembling  with  affright,  the  sessing  the  perfect  character  of  Christians  while 
heart  palpitating  with  fear,  and  heating  with  as  I  influenced  more  by  the  fears  inspired  by 

loud  a  noise  as  the  pestle  of  a  woodden  mortar,  tradition  than  by  the  dictates  of  reason  and 
the  last  one  would  flap  to  the  door  with  so  much  judgment.  For  an  apostle  has  said,  “There  is  no 
violence  as  almost  to  drive  the  casing  out,  lest  fear  in  love;  but  perfect  love  casteth  out  fear: 
the  band  of  the  pursuing  ghost  should  be  upon  hecause  fear  hath  torment.  He  that  fcarcth  is 
toa  aad  drag  him  back  into  the  now  fairly  e«ca-  ■'ot  made  perfect  in  love.”  | 


This  fear  is  not  only  foiiad  to  exist  in  those  who 
still  profess  to  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  endlew 
misery,  but  at  times  it  shows  itself  even  in  thoM 
who  have  renounced  the  doctrine  as  unreasona¬ 
ble  and  anti-scriptural.  A  glowing  description  of 
the  orthodox  imaginary  hell  will  awaken  in  them 
all  those  nursery  tales  of  the  fiery  regions  which 
will  fill  the  mind  with  terror,  and  the  heart  with 
dread ;  although  convinced  it  is  btU  imaginary : 
and  for  the  same  reason  that  the  man  will  shud¬ 
der  and  tremble  at  the  recital  of  stories  he  heard 
in  infancy,  concerning  ghosts  and  witches,  (which 
he  knows  are  false,)  or  that  the  woman  will  weep 
at  the  affecting  narration  of  a  hunen  romance,  but 
which  she  once  believed  was  a  true  narration  of 
facts — viz.  the  power  of  tradition.  It  may  as  truly  be 
said  of  tradition  as  of  superstition,  that 
“Fear  makes  her  devils,  and  weak  hope  her  gods.” 

AGENT. 

Br.  Oren  Marsh,  being  about  to  take  a  short 
journey  to  the  west,asfar  asBuflklo,is  authorised 
to  act  as  agent  for  this  paper,  wherever  he  shall 
go  in  this  section  of  the  state,  in  obtaining  sub¬ 
scribers,  receiving  remittances,  &c. 

Editor  Magazine  andAdvoeale. 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

“  W.  B.”  “  D.  C.  P.”  and  several  others  are  re¬ 
ceived  and  shall  be  attended  to  soon. 

NOTICE. 

Brother  A.  B.  Grosh,  recently  from  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  will  preach  in  the  Court  House  at  Herkimer 
village,  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  this  month,  a 
week  from  to-morrow. 

\zZF*  He  will  also  preach  a  lecture  in  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church  in  this  village,  on  Wednesday 
evening  next,  at  early  candle  lighting. 

LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Lo.ndo.ndchrt,  Vt.  April  24th,  IS30. 

Br.  Skinner — Having  a  few  leisure  moments, 

I  devote  them  to  the  ever  pleasing  task  of  wri¬ 
ting  a  few  lines  to  you.  Though  personally  un¬ 
acquainted  with  you,  still  I  presume  the  follow¬ 
ing  lines  will  be  received  with  a  welcome.  At 
any  rate  I  w'ill  write,  for  the  pleasure  and  profit 
I  shall  receive  to  myself  will  recompense  me  for 
a!l  my  trouble  ;  and  should  the  letter  prove  to¬ 
tally  uninteresting  to  you,  my  labor  will  not 
have  been  entirely  in  vain. 

I  wil'  not  be  loud  in  my  acclamations  of  praifS 
or  my  professions  of  friendship  ;  but  believe  roe 
sincere  when  I  tell  you  I  have  not  been  an  idle 
spectator  to  the  cause  in  which  you  are  engaged, 
nor  have  I  perused  the  columns  of  the  Maga¬ 
zine  and  Advocate  without  pleasure  and  a  high 
degree  of  enjoyment.  I  am  much  pleased  with 
your  plain  and  easy,  though  energetic,  manner 
of  writing;  as  also  with  the  bold  and  independ¬ 
ent  stand  you  have  taken  against  all  coercive 
measures  designed  to  deprive  us  of  our  civil  and 
religious  liberties,  against  “spiritual  wickedness 
in  high  places,”  and  against  the  daring  an^Mit- 
warrantable  plans  and  measures  of  many  ogli^ 
clerical  order  ofthe  present  day.  There  areftiV 
ny  things  which  peculiarly  characterize  the  Slate 
ni'New-York.  Every  thing  is  piou*  there.  They 
have  pious  stages,  pious  passengers,  and  last, 
though  not  least,  pious  Seminaries,  where  pious 
young  men  are  educated  in  order  to  go  oat  into 
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th«  world  and  frifflilen  the  people  with  their  lo-  and  the  advancement  of  the  doctrine  of  the  resti- !  and  probably  many  persons  were  at  a  loss  to  ex- 
cal  hells  and  their  personal  devils!  Gracious  lufihn.  !  plain  their  own  views  of  the  nature  of  atonement, 

heavens  !  wlien  will  the  people  reject  these  mir- .  In  nothin*;,  is  the  equity  of  the  retributions  of  On  these  subjects  Mr.  K.  was  exceedingly  expli. 
lery  tales  as  they  do  the  wonderfid  feats  said  heaven  more  manifest,  than  in  the  consequences  cit  and  intelligible,  and  no  doubt  assist^  much 
to  have  been  performed  by  the  beat  lien  gods  ? —  which  flow  from  the  most  trifling  act  of  persecu-  in  aiding  others  to  systematize  their  opinions.  He 
When  the  Gospel  shall  be  known  in  its  piiini* '  tion,  by  enlisting  all  the  sympathies  of  the  dispas-  was  less  happy,  in  the  introduction  of  the  subject 
live  beauty  and  purity — when  the  minister^  of  sionate  on  the  side  of  the  oppressed.  And  the  j  concerning  an  intermediate  state.  It  appears  to 
Jesus  shall  proclaim  “good  tidings  of  great  joy  sober  and  dispassionate  part  of  community  are  have  been  too  metaphysical  for  the  general  pur- 
which  shall  he  to  all  people.”  always  the  most  numerous.  .  !|  poses  of  a  sermon  ;  and  it  was  deemed  of  too  lit- 

I  nerceive  by  perusin<r  your  paper  (hat  our  .  The  advocates  of  universal  salvation,  gaining  ;  tie  importance  to  command  much  attention, 
friend  Lansing  has  been  giving  Univorsali^m  a  numbers  and  in  strength,  found  it  expedient  toji  The  society  in  Madison  was  destitute  of  any 
Mwerful  blow  in  Utica.  This  is  as  it  should  be,  form  a  society.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  ,  regular  preaching,  during  the  fall  and  winter  of 
Suppose:  for  Pope  says,  “whatever  is,  is  light.” ,  Socie^  in  Madison,”  was  duly  1S1«-’19  ;  but  was  occasiona  ly  supplied  by  Mr. 

ind  vou  Low  Pope  was  a  celeb'atcd  poet.-  ‘i'*'  29th  March,  1311 ;  when  Jacob  !  W.  Underwood  and  others.  And  it  is  believed, 


»no  know  Pooe  was  a  celeb'atcd  poet  —  organized  on  me  zum  iviarcn,  laii;  wnen  Jacoo  !V^.  tndorwoorl  and  others.  And  it  is  believed, 
{lolever  tori/  intended  our  friend  L.’s  labors  MiHer,  Amos  Maynard  and  Joseph  Curtiss  were  ithat  the  rneetings  were  venr  well  si.stamed  by 
„,2ht  have  been,  I  donbt  not  their  efHcacv  in  f  Trustees.  Almut  2p  persons  of  respecta-  ,  the  spirited  efforts  of  several  members  of  the  so- 
fhrthering  the  cause  of  truth  in  that  recon.- .  character,  among  whom  were  several  of  the  ciety,  who  kept  up  the  appointments  by  confer- 


furtherinff  the  ctiise  of  truth  in  lhal  region. — ,  *  ili  ’  a  -  a  i  •  i  L  *  .  r  ai 

luriiio  6  u  I  a  «  .1  most  wealthy  and  influential  inhabitants  of  the  cnee. 

Your  Letters  he  has  not  refli  ed  ;  nor  has  he  at-  Kornm.  memhers-  nnd  the  concern,  nflhe  •  I„ 


town,  became  members;  and  the  concerns  of  the  i  In  May,  1319,  Mr.  S.  R.  Smith,  who  had  suc- 
society  were  transacted  in  the  most  orderly  and  cceded  Mr.  Kneeland  in  Whitestown,  was  enga- 
cffTectiial  manner.  igcd  to  preach  lo  the  society  in  Madison  about  one 


ni.;n'»  neer  n  ..f  ei^iiii  ner  ^  niimbcr  ol  the  members  ot  this  society,  were  Sunday  in  each  month.  At  this  time,  the  society 

villsee  •  ^  I  ’  I  _  ^  j  I  lo^iiu  proprietors  in  the  Baptist  and  Presbyterian  chur-  was  in  great  harmony,  and  considerably  affected 

year.  He  is  a  learned  man,  and  undoubted  y  denominations  having  already  ,  by  the  unusual  excitement  then  in  progressin  the 

possesses  soma  mlellecl ;  tliese.  ‘'y^cver  do  worsiiip,  and  meetings  were  parent  society  in  Hamilton.  A  number  of  per- 

nol  ^  le  epi  le  ,  %nja  i  le,  e  occasionallv,  if  not  regularly  held  by  the  Univer-  jSons  were  very  much  excited,  and  ageneraleam- 

arc  all  hahle  to  err;  for,  lo  err  is  human,  to,  galisls,  in  the  Baptist  church.  Whether  this  was  leslncss  evidently  pervaded  the  congregation.  It 
forgive,  divine.  l  j.  .  I  inconsequence  of  greater  liberality  in  that  de-  was  now  customary  to  hold  a  lecture  in  the  cve- 

1  am  glad  the  gospel,  as  preached  to  .Ahranam,  nomination — or  owing  to  the  state  of  property  in  ning  of  the  day  in  which  they  had  preaching,  at 
is  making  such  rapid  strides  in  New- York  lhat  the  house,  is  not  certain — but  probably  the  latter,  the  close  of  which,  several  persons  commonly 
Universalisin  18  going  forth,  cmiqiieriiu;  and  to '  Here  several  interviews  took  place  between  Mr.  made  remarks.  These  were  in  general,  descrip- 
conqiier,  cheering  the  hearts  oftliousatids  with  j)_  ^,^,1  venerable,  but  rigid  and  hard  spoken  live  of  some  distinguishing  feature  of  the  divine 
the  blessed  hopes  of  a  glorious  and  a  happy  im- 1  £|,Jer  Morton — sometimes  to  the  great  amuse-  goodness,  of  some  particular  exercise  of  mind,  or 
mortality  beyond  the  grave;  which  is  neither  j  2^^  vvcll  as  edification  of  the  hearers.  The  consisted  of  a  warm  exhortation  to  love  and  good 
obscured  by  the  fears  of  an  endless  hell,  over  gravity,  stem  severity  and  overbearing  bluntness  works.  These  remarks  were  commonly  intercst- 
which  presides  a  wicked  devil — nor  darkened  of  the  aged  Elder,  contrasted  strongly  with  the  ing,  though  strongly  tinctured  with  enthusiasm. 
by  the  gloomy  doubts  of  the  sceptic  that  death  \  youth,  pleasantry  and  mildness  of  Mr.  Dean.  At  this  time,  the  ordinances  hadneve’r  been  ad- 

shall  be  an  eternal  sleep.  Brother,  I  wish  you  On  one  occasion,  a  joint  meeting  of  Baptists  ministered,  as  no  regular  church  compact  existed 
much  success  in  yoor  arduous,  tlioiigli  of  nsitig  and  Univcrsalists  took  place,  when  the  respective  among  the  Universalists  in  Madison.  But  as  a 
employment,  of  diffusing  life,  light  and  liberty  ministers  were  each  to  deliver  a  discourse.  The  number  of  persons  were  desirous  of  entering  into 
among  the  children  of  men.  Goon,  and  God  Elder  ascended  the  pulpit,  and  fixing  his  eyes  and  church  relationship,  a  general  meeting  of  the  so- 
will  bless  your  lahois.  j  pointing  his  finger  with  unerring  aim  upon  Mr.  feiety,  and  of  others  friendly  to  that  object,  was 

lam  happy  to  inform  you  that  liberality  is<  D.  recited  with  great  deliberation  and  emphasis,  called  to  deliberate  on  its  expediency.  Thismeet- 
gaining  ground  very  fiist'in  Vermont.  The  or- 1  Act.sxiii;  10.  “0  full  of  all  subtlety  and  all  mischief,  ing  was  held  about  the  middle  of  November  at 
thodox  are,  however,  frightening  the  weak  and  ^  thou  child  of  the  deril,  thou  enemy  of  alt  righteousness,  |the  school  house  in  Madison  village;  and  it  was 
timid  wherever  they  can,  producing  what  arc '  wilt  thou  not  cease  to  pervert  the  right  ways  of  the  .  very  unanimously  agreed  to  adopt  the  profession 
improperly  called  reeira/s  o/ religion.  They  are  Lord."  The  observations  which  followed,  were  of  belief,  plan  of  church  government,  and  cove- 
weakening;  we  have  entered  the  citadel  of  their  in  the  style  of  the  text — and  a  more  rude  attack,  nant  usually  approved  by  Universalist  churches 
camp  ;  and  before  long,  we  humhiv  trii‘t,  tliro’  or  more  violent  phillipic  is  seldom  m.adc  on  any  :  in  this  country,  and  which  difiors  but  little  from 
the  word  of  God,  which  is  powerfiii  lo  the  pull- '  occasion.  But  this  effort  entirely  failed — its  iin-  ;  that  recommended  by  the  General  Convention, 
ing  down  of  the  strong  hold  of  Satan,  they  will  pudence  was  the  subject  of  ridicule,  and  its  weak-  j  fJust  as  the  business  ofthe  meeting  was  about  to 
fall  to  rise  no  more.  .A  heavenlv  fall,  such  an  ness  a  theme  of  triumph  to  the  believers  in  the  close,  an  incident  occurred — only  important  from 
one  as  will  level  all  on  the  broad  foundation  of  restitution.  its  singularity  and  extravagance.  A  middle  aged 

universal  grace.  i  D-  rose  in  turn,  and  quoted  Acts  x  ;  23.  and  well-dressed  man  rushed  into  the  room,  who 

In  conclusion,  I  would  wish  that  prosperity  “-Bid  God  hath  shoieed  me,  that  I  should  not  call  any  jappeared  intent  on  some  important  purpose — 
mi<»ht  attend  you  through  voiir  short  pilgrimage  common  or  unclean."  The  discourse  was  of  'greatly  agitated,  Ircmhling  and  perspinng  at  ev- 

hsr'e  on  earth  ;  and  when  it  shall  please  your  a  defence  of  the  doctrine  of  divine  impar-  cry  pore.  After  remaining  a  few  minutes,  he  re- 

heavenly  Father  to  call  you  hence,  may  you  go  further  notice  was  taken  of  the  quested  liberty  to  speak,  which  was  r^ilygran- 

wiih  a  full  assurance  of  having  “a  house  cter-  i  proceding  assault  than  was  sufficient  to  fix  upon  ted.  Me  then  proceeded  to  state— that  impres- 

nal  in  the  heavens”  that  “fadeih  not  away.”  i  Us  author  the  seal  of  pii^blic  indignation.  sod  with  the  sense  of  an  imperious  duty,  to  lay 

Vniira  in  ihn  hnnds  of  f  Towards  the  close  of  1314,  or  early  in ’lo,  Mr.  aside  the  cares  and  concerns  of  this  world,  ana 

Seth  Jones  became  the  minister  to  the  society  in  I  devote  himself  to  the  interests  of  a  better ;  he  had 


heavenly  Father  to  call  you  hence,  may  you  go 
with  a  full  assurance  of  having  “a  house  eter- 
Qsl  in  the  heavens”  that  “fadeih  not  away.” 
Yours  in  the  bonds  of  peace.  &c. 

JOSEPH  WRIGHT. 


merPH  WRiriiT  S'cth  Jones  became  the  minister  to  the  society  in  devote  himself  to  the  interests  of  a  better ;  he  had 

JOSEPH  WRIGHT.  Madison.  He  had  fora  number  of  years,  preach-  disposetlof  his  properly,  (a  good  farm  in  Madi- 

-  ed  in  the  Baptist  connexion;  and  had  recently  son,)  and  abandoned  his  wife  and  children,  to  fol- 

[For  the  Magazine  and  Advocate.]  been  converted  to  the  faith  of  Universal  salva-  low  and  serve  the  Lord.  Nor  was  it  for  himself, 

UNIVERSALISM _ NO  6  electrifying  was  the  inffucncc  of  his  nor  for  the  Christian  world  that  he  was  sm  deeply 

charge  of  views,  combined  with  the  greater  sim-  interested — but  for  the  poor  and  perishing  Hea- 
Sometime  in  the  year  1310,  Mr.  P.  Dean,  who  plicity  of  Univcrsalism,  that  from  being  a  falter-  then.  He  was  going  to  India — was  then  on  his 
had  then  located  with  the  Universalist  society  in  ing  and  staminerins  speaker,  he  became  almost  way,  and  sliouUI,  he  trusted,  become  the  instru- 
Wliitestown,  commenced  preaching  in  the  town,  at  once,  distinguished  for  great  fliirnry  of  utter-  ment  of  leading  the  children  of  Brama  to  the 
of  Madison.  This  was  the  first  regular  meeting  ance&  freedom  of  delivery.  He  probably  preach-  knowledge  and  worsiiip  of  the  true  God.  _Ho 
of  that  denomination,  which  was  established  in  cd  but  half  the  Sundays  in  Madison,  during  his  then  expatiated  on  the  great  danger  of  religious 

the  tovyn _ -though  there  were  a  number  of  very,  engagement,  which  continued  about  one  year.  delusion,  the  fatal  consequences  which  were  sure 

respectable  friends  and  believers,  who  had  occa-j  In  the  summer  of  1316,  Mr.  A.  Kneeland  who  to  result  from  false  opinions,  and  concluded  with 

sionally  sustained  the  labors  of  Mr.  Stacy  and;  was  now  ministering  to  the  society  in  Whites-  |  a  most  pathetic  exhor^tion  to  his  neighbore  there 

others  for  several  years.  They  now  made  ar-j  town,  commenced  preaching  in  Madison.  He  '  assembled,  to  be  cautious  of  what  they  did  with 
rangements  to  employ  Mr.  D.  one  quarter  of  the  preached  there  but  one  Sunday  in  the  month,  for  the  word  of  the  Lord.  He  admonished  them  by 
Sundays.  No  man  could  have  been  a  more  ac-'  about  two  years.  During  his  ministry  several  their  love  of  truth — he  warned  them  by  the  pros- 
ceptable,  or  a  more  successful  preacher,  and  a  subjects  were  agitated,  which  led  to  much  inqui-  jiect  of  death,  by  the  fears  of  hell,  and  by  the  ter- 
large  and  increa.-iiig  congregation  always  atten-  ry.  He  very  carefully  examined  the  doctrine  of |  rors  of  an  offended  God,  not  to  reach  forth  one 
ded  on  his  ministrations.  Opposers  were  foiled  tne  trinity  ;  and  taucht  the  simple  humanity  of  sacrilegious  hand  to  pollute  the  ark  of  Jehovah, 
in  every  attempt  lo  convince  him  of  error,  and  re-  Jesus.  Previous  to  this  time,  it  is  probable  there  All  were  satisfied  of  the  sincerity  of  the  man, 

t  roach  and  rebuke  uniformly  recoiled  upon  the  ,  were  few,  if  any  trinitarians  in  the  society — hut  land  equally  so,  of  his  derangement.  Yet  the  pr^ 
eads  of  their  authors,  to  their  own  confusion,  II  it  had  never  been  a  subject  of  particular  attention,  |  motors  of  his  ddiuioo,  could  and  di4  suffer  this 
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nun  to  sacrifice  the  happiness  and  perhaps  the 
comforts  of  his  family,  to  their  schemes  of  con¬ 
verting  the  heathen. !] 

Several  of  the  members  of  the  newly  organized 
church,  desired  baptism.  It  was  accordingly  ad 


the  society  was  dissolved.  From  this  time,  th*' 
energies  of  tlio  soci'  ly  serrn  to  have  deelin — 
probably  in  part,  owing  to  the  relaxation  of  t'lat 
ardor  and  warmth  of  lei  ling  for  wfiii-h  they  ha'* 
been  distinguished,  and  partly  from  th'*  want  o! 


ministered  by  immersion,  to  seven  or  eight  per- ;  a  regular  meeting  to  encourage  attention  and  call 
tons  previous  to  communion,  by  Mr.  Stacy.  Thej  out  the  congregation.  They  were  now  again  left 
number  of  communicants  is  not  distinctly  known  ^  for  sometime,  without  any  regular  supply  of  their 
— probably  from  30  to  40,  which  may  be  regar- 1  desk ;  but  in  the  fall  of  1325,  or  early  in  1826,  en¬ 


ded  at  the  number  in  fellowship. 


gaged  Mr.  (i.  B.  Lisher  to  preach  with  them  about 


From  this  time,  as  before,  the  society  moved  one  Sunday  in  each  month.  This  |>roved  a  vert- 
on  steadily  and  pcrmancntlj' — it  acted  in  concert,  |  unfortunate  connc.xion,  and  terminated  before  the 
and  prospered.  Its  meetings  were  numerous  and  end  of  the  year. 

composed  of  those  who  would  render  any  meet-  In  the  spring  of  1923,  Mr.  N.  Wright  located 
ing  respectable.  The  silly  cowardice,  which  ,  with  the  society  in  Madison,  under  very  auspi- 
makes  even  honest  believers  ashamed  to  be  seen  |  ciou  i  prospects.  They  weic  very  partial  to  him, 
attending  a  Univcrsalist  church,  was  ovcrwdielm-  ^  and  his  ministry  was  exceedihidy  'veil  ealcu'ated 
ed  and  swallowed  up  in  tha strong  current  of  fa- j  to  remove  the  prejudices  of  opposers. 
vor  that  was  now  carrying  forward  that  denomi-  ^  won'od  efiiirls  were  again  called  into  requisition, 
nation.  And  if  at  this  time,  there  was  a  popular  ^  their  congregation  again  came  forth,  and  tlie 

hopes  of  all  "-ere  revived.  But  he  wnnid  not  be 
reiain-'d,  and  their  hopes  and  th'-ir  efiorts  again 
sunk  into  the  disgust  of  disappointment,  and  the 
vexations  of  peipctnal  change.  They  remain, 
however,  a  numerous  and  respectable  society,  anil 
only  wait  till  they  are  confident  of  obtaining  a 
minister  who  will  neither  injiiic  their  cause,  not 
disappoint  their  hopes.  And  such  an  one,  mat 


!  <■„ 


religious  sect  in  Madison,  it  was  that  of  the  Uni 
vcrsalists. 

But  the  congregation  felt  the  need  of  a  suita¬ 
ble  place  of  its  own,  in  which  to  hold  meetings. 

A  meeting  of  such  as  were  friendly,  "’as  there¬ 
fore  called  sometime  in  December  1320,  when 
the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adop¬ 
ted,  viz : 

“At  a  meeting  of  the  several  persons  who  have ,  the  l-ord  in  inerey  speedily  give  them,  that  they 
mssociated  themselves  together  for  the  purpose  of  may  again  be  bl  jsseu  in  their  own  house  of  praise, 
building  a  Meeting-house  in  the  village  of  Madi-  [  g  ^  g 

■on,  it  was  ^  |  _ 

Resolved,  That  said  association  proceed  to  build 
■  meeting-house  within  said  village  of  Madison. 

Resolved,  That  Stiles  Curtiss,  David  Woods, 

Lockert  Berry,  Joseph  Curtiss  and  Isaac  Coe  be 
the  Trustees  of  the  said  association.” 

In  conformity  with  this  determination,  a  plan  . 

of  the  projected  building  was  immediately  drawn,  Tlie  unwearied  cfTirls  of  difierent  ebrislian 
on  which  the  pews,  or  slips  were  marked,  and  sects,  to  conlrol  I  be  mind  of  ilie  youth,  have  for 
the  number  determined.  Those  who  took  an  in-  ,  somelime  past,  cullc  ‘  for  exertions  on  the  part 
tercet  in  the  undertaking,  agreed  to  take  one  or  ;  of  the  more  liberal  class  of  cbristians,  to  conn 
more  of  the  slips,  until  a  sutficient  number  were  tcract  their  influence.  No  paitieiilar  elTirt  cal 
taken  up  at  a  stipulated  price,  to  defray  the  ex-  culated  to  meet  or  remove  the  evil  of  which  we 


SCIllPTURK  DOCTRINE. 

The  following  is  the  preface  to  the  above 
named  little  book,  which  we  noticed  some  weeks 


pense  of  building. 


complain,  is  known  to  liave  been  made  ;  and 


The  following  year  this  plan  was  carried  into  our  youth  find  in  every  sebool— in  every  bouse, 
effect,  and  a  very  neat  and  convenient  building  only  those  small  books  which  contain  the  8ellli.^ 
of  wood,  56  feet  by  40,  with  a  gallery  on  three  ments  and  doctrines  of  a  certain  class  of  chris- 
■ides,  was  handsomely  finished.  The  front  is  or- ,  tian  professors.  To  meet  this  wide  diffusion 
namentedbya  porch,  or  rather  portico,  suppor-  of  j/oelrtnal  pamphlets,  with  the  circulation  of 
ted  by  a  range  of  plain  pillars,  above  which  a  vc-  B„ch  as  should  contain  the  iinpolliilcd  and  i' 
ry  well  proportioned  tower  rises  to  the  height  of  simple  doctrine  of  the  Bible,  appeared  the  only  ii 
70  or  80  feet.^  In  a  stnall  niche  over  the  centre  |  alcana  which  could  promise  success  in  rcscii-^ 

of  the  portico  is  the  following  inscription— -“For  ^  young  mind  from  sectarian  influence 

mine  hotue  shall  be  called  an  house  of  prayer  for  all 
people.”  Isa.  Ivi ;  7. 


From  the  first  part  of  the  work,  and  os  ( 
ctinple  of  its  Slavic,  and  matter,  we  present 
iiir  readers  with  the  following  ixtracls. 

Sec.  I.  — Or  the  existence  or  (Jod. 
Question  I. — What  are  the  common  eviden¬ 
ces  of  the  existence  of  God  7 

Answer. — Ps.  19:  1,  2.  The  heavens  de¬ 
clare  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  firmament 
^sheweth  his  handy  work.  Day  unto  day  utter- 
lli  speech,  and  night  unto  night  sheueth 

;  knowledge. 

Rom.  1  :  20.  For  the  invisible  things  of  hint 
rom  the  creation  of  the  world,  are  clearly  seen, 
being  understood  by  the  things  that  are  made  ; 
even  his  eternal  povver  and  Godhead. 

2.  Were  these  evidences  ever  urged  to  con- 
Their  ji  vince  unbelievers  or  heathens  ? 

Arts  17:  22—25.  Then  Paul  stood  in  ths 
midst  of  Mars-bill,  ond  said,  ye  men  of  Ath¬ 
ens,  I  perceive  that  in  all  things  ye  are  loo  tu- 
peis'iiions.  For  as  I  passed  by,  and  beheld 
voiir  devotions,  I  found  an  altar  with  this  in¬ 
scription — “  To  the  unknevn  God.”  Whom 
iibcreforc  ye  ignorantly  worship,  him  declare  I 
unto  yon.  God  that  made  the  world,  and  all 
tilings  therein,  seeing  that  he  is  Lord  of  heaven 
nnd  earth,  dwclleth  not  in  temples  made  with 
hands  ;  neither  is  worshiped  with  men’s  hands 
as  though  he  needed  any  thing,  seeing  lie  givcih 
to  all  lif^c,  and  breath,  and  all  things. 

Note. — Mars-hill  is  here  improperly  ptil  for 
.Ireopnsus — the  Athenian  council,  before  whom 
Paul  bad  just  been  brought  on  a  charge  of  set¬ 
ting  Inrih  “strange  Gods.”  It  was  “in  the 
midst”  of  this  council  that  he  was  urging  his 
jusiifiialion. 

Too  superslilioiis,  implies,  in  our  use  of  (he 
phrase,  more  than  wss  probably  meant,  as  the 
apostle  could  not  mean  In  insult  bis  auditors. 
It  signifies,  verv  niiirb  given  to  the  ceremo¬ 
nies  of  their  religion, — too  religions. 

W'e  arc  not  In  look  for  a  detail  of  the  eviden¬ 
ces  of  the  being  of  God,  in  the  Bible,  as  it  pro¬ 
fessedly  treats  of  the  revelation  which  he  has 
made  to  man  ;  and  therefore  constantly  speaks 
of  him  as  a  being  known  to  exist,  by  those  to 
whom  that  revelation  was  addressed.  Heb, 
11 :  16. 

Sec.  2. — Tue  Names  of  God. 

3.  By  what  name  was  God  known  to  the  pat¬ 
riarchs  ? 

Gen.  17:  1.  And  when  Ahram  was  ninety 
years  old  and  nine,  the  Lord  appeared  to  Ahram, 
and  said  iiriio  him,  I  am  the -9/mtgAty  Cod. 


It  occurred  to  the  compiler  of  this  little  book, 

ThVshous^  the  exclusive  properly  ofthc  Uni-!  “''“.‘t'e  'nost  nnexceptionable  manner  of  im-  _  .  _ _ 

vcrsalist  society,  was  openea  and  solemnly  dedi-  ’  mslrnc  ion  respecfin^r  the  doctrines  of  |  4.  By  whut  other  names  was  the  Doily  known 

calcd  to  the  worship  of  the  only  living  and  true '  *^*' *''«  reve  ation  was  in  the  lanptage  of  the  sa-  j  (o  Moses  } 

God,  the  2d  day  of  January,  1822.  Its  location  j  creutexL  It  is  however  felt,  that  the  viethod  I  Bx.  3:  14.  And  God  said  unto  Moses,  lam 

in  the  centre  of  the  village,  is  decidedly  more  f**  domp  this,  by  way  of  qiirstion  nnd  answer,  lam  ;  nnd  lie  said,  thus  shnit  thou  soy  un¬ 
favorable  than  that  of  cither  the  Baptist  or  |  most  agreeable  ;  but  it  is  believed  to  to  the  children  of  Israel,  1  am  hath  sent  me  un- 

Presbyterian  churches,  which  are  nearly  a  mile'  be  the  most  convenient,  as  it  furnishes  the  most  |  to  you. 

distant,  in  different  directions.  Since  the  com- i  cl^^clual  mcaris  of  directing  the  attention  to  the  ji  Ex  6:  2,3.  And  God  spake  unto  Moses, 

pletion  of  this  church,  the  society  have  procured  particular  subject  which  it  i.s  desirable  should  iland  said  iinlo  him,  I  am  the  Lord.  And  I  ap- 

bell  of  convenient  size— the  first,  and  till  very  come  under  the  observation  of  tlio  render.  jjpeared  unto  Abraham,  itnio  Isaac,  and  unto  Ja- 

The  Notes  were  in  some  instances  indispen- '  cob,  by  the  name  of  God  Almighty:  but  by 
sable — in  all,  they  were  deemed  necessary. —  Hmv  name  Jehovah  'va*  I  not  known  to  them.— 


lately,  the  only  one  owned  by  the  denomination 
in  the  state. 


In  the  spring  of  1922,  Mr.  O.  .Ackley  became  h  is  believed  they  correspond  with  the  siilijncf,  Ps.  68  :  4. 
the  Minister  to  thcsocicty  in  Madison — a  man  of'  even  where  they  mav  not  render  it  more  intel-  i  isinr.  _ St  T( 


sound  judgment,  upright  conduct,  and  good  desk 
talents.  Though  approaching  niiddlc  life,  he  was 
■  young,  but  successful  preacher.  Mr.  Ackley  ' 
continu^  with  the  society  about  t'vo  years — ! 
preaching  only  tw’o  Sundays  in  the  mouth  in  Mad- 
uon. 

In  the  fall  of  1324,  after  having  been  destitute  ! 
of  any  regular  ministry  for  some  time,  the  society  j 
cmployea  Mr.  W.  Hagadorn.  He  was  a  good  ; 
aerraonizer ;  but  was  a  stranger  to  the  feelings 
and  habits  peculiar  to  the  country — was  suffering 


,  I  -  .lerome  says,  (here  are  ten  He- 

ligible  and  they  w  ill  at  least  serve  to  relieve  brew  names  of  God  ;  and  these  arc  supposed 
tlie  monotony  and  dryness  of  interrogation.  j|io  be  signifiirant  of  his  peculiar  attributes  and 
To  rescue  the  young  nnd  pliant  mindfrom  the  !■  iierfections.  But  'lirse  discriminations  are  not 

preserved  in  onr  use  of  the  divine  names.  The 
word  Jehovah  is  Ilebre'v,  and  is  commonly  ren- 
ilered  Lord  ;  hot  it  ought  not  to  have  been  so 
translated,  ns  the  word  Lord  admits  of  seve/al 
meanings,  to  which  the  other  can  never  be  ep- 
plied. 


dominion  of  filse  theories — to  impress  correct 
ideas  of  the  great  nnd  good  Being  who  sustain.* 
all  things — to  render  virtue  lovely  and  dc.sira!>le  ! 
— to  promote  the  exercise  of  rational  piety— | 
to  cherish  a  well  founded  hope  of  immortality, ! 
and  thereby  advance  the  happiness  of  thevonth, 
are  the  objects  contemplated  in  this  littlc'work. 


under  a  protracted  course  of  ill  health,  and  after  i  blessing  of  God  in  promoting  these  de- 

■tru^hngfura  few  months  with  the  difficulties  i*  A-Tvenlly  implored  by 

of  his  situation,  the  connexion  between  him  and  tl  Tub  Avtbob, 


As  a  friend  has  requested  our  opinion  of  “twelve 
.  reasons  for  not  being  a  Univcrsalist,”  we  shall 
U  first  insert  them,  ana  then  offer  os  many  for  being 
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Universalist.  Wci  niipht  ofr.;r  aa  many  morr,  '  pave  hirnstlfa  ransom  for  all  to  be  tcslife  1  in  duoii  8.  Because  “its  belief  bas”  a  “tendency  to 


‘lime.  E[ih.  i.  10,  11 ,  Wliercin  be  batb  abound*  quicken”  and  “strengthen  any  one”  who  embra* 
:!  ed  towards  us  in  all  wisdom,  and  prudence,  hav-|  ces  it  “in  the  exercise  of”  every  “  Christian  grace” 
ping  made  known  unto  us  the  mystery  of  bis 'will  and  “  dut)’.” 

j I  according  to  bis  pood  pleasure  which  be  batb  9.  Because  the  “  bidicrous”  and  cen/ro* 

purposed  in  himself,  that  in  the  disix;nsation  of  d/efory  “  manner  of  explatning  the  scriptures  by 

the”  Limitarians  leads  us  to  doubt  their  believing 


but  we  are  not  at  leisure  to  do  it  at  this  time. 

IVatchman  and  Jiepository. 

twelve  reasons  for  not  being  a 

UNIVERSALIST. 

1.  Because  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation  ;  [hc'fubess  of  times  he  mieht  gather  together  in 
it  not  to  be  found  m  tire  bihle,  unless  by  a  /jrced  ,  heaven 

construction.  And  we  arc  told  that  the  way  of 

holiness”  shall  be  im  plain  that  the  wav  '•'"■"i”  .  also  we  have  obtained  an  inheritance,  being  pre- 
tnen,  ij'ouali  fools,  shall  not  err  Ih^em,  even  sO|^dcstinated  according  to  the  purpose  of  him  who 

,  worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  his  own 
will;  that  wc  sliould  be  to  the  praise  of  his  glory 
i  who  fir.st  trusted  in  Christ.  In  whom  yc  also 


plain  that  “  he  may  run  that  readeth 

2.  Because  neither  faith,  repentance,  love,  nor 
good  works,  arc  necessary  to  make  a  man  a  Uni¬ 
versalist.  All  that  is  necessary  is  p  esumplion. 

3.  Because  its  general  adoption  and  belief  have 

a  deleterious  effect  on  societv.  _  i  yc  believed  ys  were  sealed  with  that  holy  spirit  of 

4.  Becaiuie  It  is  perfectly  congenial  with  “>G||  ^  j-  inheritance' 

views  and  feelings  of  the  worst  of  men. 

5.  Because  infidelity  is  frequently  in 

with,  and  is  seldom  opposed  to  it.  I  Father  loveth  the  Son  and  hath  given  ail  tilings 

6.  Because  I  have  never  known  any  or,  37^  33^  33 

^eidenterprize  commenced  by,  cr  connected  with,'  givelh  me  shiill  come  to  me,  and  him  that 


“  them  to  be  the  word  of  God  or  a  revelation  of  ki$ 
reill;  and,  of  course,”  while  they  pray  for  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  all  men,  and  preach  that  only  a  part  will 
be  saved,”  “they  can  have  no  real  faith”  that  their 
pravers  will  be  answered.  Their  **hope”  that 
their  prayers  will  be  answered  mast  be  “presump- 
tuous.”  This  contradictory  manner  of  preaching 
trusted  after  that  yc  heard  tlis  word  of  truth  the!  and  praying  has  led  me  to  emlwace  a  more  con- 
gospel  of  your  salvation  ;  in  whom  also  after  that  sistent  method 


10.  Because  “  those  who  embrace  and  advocate 
the  doctrine  of”  endless  punishment  “  are  of  that 


...  !  until  the  redemption  of  the  purchajCil  possession  class  who  are”  righteous  in  their  own  eyes,  and  say 

a  lance.  „nto  the  praise  of  his  glory.  Johiiiii.  33;  The  to  others,  “ stand  by  thyself,  come  not  near,  for  I 


its  influence. 

7.  Because  its  truth  would  make  the  present 


coineth  to  me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out.  For  I 
came  down  f  om  heaven  not  to  do  mine  own  will 


life  of  no  practical  influence  as  relating  to  ejerni-  ^f  him  that  sent  me.  And  this  is  the 

ty,  and  would  make  it  a  duty  to  murder  one’s  self 


am  holier  than  thou.”  While  they  think  they 
discover  motes  in  their  brothers’  eyes,  they  ar« 
not  aware  that  they  have  beams  in  their  own. 
They  suppose  their  “chance  for  salvation”  is 
greater  than  the  Universalisfs,  insomuch  as  the 
doctrine  of  infinite  rewards  for  good  deeds  in  this 
life  is  better  to  be  depended  on  than  the  infinite 
grace  and  mercy  of  God ;  and  they  “  depend  on” 


j..  ,  ,  ,  1.  II  r.i  •  ,  will  of  him  that  sent  me,  that  of  all  whicli  he  hath 

or  fnonds,  whenever  the  pains  and  troubles  of  this  j  g|,ouij  nothing,  but  should  raise  it 

world  overbalance  its  joys.  '  °  -  *  -  . 

8.  Because  its  belief  has  no  tendency  to  quick 

-  •  I  r  I  *“■  *v»s«v*i  ^vsiiavsiia  \j\#vv  ta  iiv/iia  la  « vta  u  i«va  v  vvia  ,  ipv  •  CU^UFIII  IIU  S)Ui;iJ  i:iaA..C  ailU  IIIVIVT  VUfc  W 

en  or  stren^hen  any  one  in  the  exercise  of  any  uulo  the  world,  1  Epistle  of  John  ii.  1 ;  My  tence.”  By  comparing  such  doctrine  with  th^t 
Chnstian  grace  or  duty.  I  _u;i  i_-_  .1 - .L:-i - . .i..-;  .  1  . - 


up  at  the  last  day.  vsise22;  For  the  bread  of  God  1  .salvation  for  themselves  to  the  exclusion  of  others 
IS  he  wliich  cometh  down  from  heaven  and  giveth;  by  reasoning  such  grace  and  mercy  “out  of  exiS' 


9.  Because  the  trifling  and  Indicrons  manner 


explaining  the  scriptures  by  the  Universalists, 
shows  that  they  do  not  believe  them  to  be  the 
tcord  of  God,  or  a  revelation  of  his  will;  and,  ofi 
course,  they  can  have  no  real  faith  in  their  own 
creed.  It  can  at  most  be  called  only  a  presump-, 
lire  hope.  I 

10.  Because  those  who  embnyjc  and  advocate 
the  doctrine,  are  of  that  class  who  are  convinced 
in  their  owa  minds,  that  if  there  is  any  hell,  they 
should  go  thither ;  and  that  Iheir  only  chance  of 
salvation  (in  their  present  state,  and  they  wish 
for  no  other)  depends  on  the  fact  of  their  being 
ahle  to  reawi  hell  out  of  existence. 

11.  Because  I  have  never  known  one  of  that 

sect  of  whom  it  might  with  propriety  be  said,  in 
the  scripture  sense  of  the  word,  that  ho  wat  a 
man  of  God  or  of  prayer.  \ 

12.  Because  in  this  life  “if  there  be  first  a  wil¬ 
ling  mind,  it  is  accepted  (of  God)  according  to  that 
a  man  hath,  and  not  according  to  that  he  hath 
not which  totally  forcloscs  any  use  for  a  space 
for  repentance  and  preparation  for  heaven  after 
death,  and  will  render  any  one  who  here  pretends 
to  claim  it,  speechless  in  eternity. 

Reflector. 

TWEL'  E  REASONS  FOR  BEING  A  UM- 
VERLALIST. 

1.  Because  “the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation” 
IS  abundantly  taught  in  the  scriptures  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments,  in  “so  plain” a  manner  that 
“  the  way  faring  men  though  fools”  cannot  but 
discover  it.  Such  for  instance  arc  the  following 
scriptures.  Isa.  xiv.  22,  23,  21 ;  Look  unto  me 
and  be  ye  saved  all  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  for  I 


little  children  these  things  write  I  unto  you  that  preached  by  Paul,  I  am  led  to  reject  it,  and  to  era- 
j  ye  sin  not ;  and  if  any  man  sin,  we  have  an  advo-  brace  w  hat  he  has  written  for  my  rule  of  faith. 

'Nil  with  the  Fnther.  .lesilq  ftllrint  the  rillllleillll.  •  !l  I  I  Ri.oa.ian  .he  .t/w.fpine  ef  i.nivoraal  ftflivfttinn 


cate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous  ;!|  1 1.  Because  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation 

and  he  IS  the  propitiation  for  our  sins,  and  not  fori  teaches  me  to  “pray  without  ceasing”  “for  aU 

men.”  To  pray  in  my  closet;  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  the  modern  scribes  and  phariseea 
lore  to  be  seen  praying  long  and  often  in  public 
places  “  that  they  may  have  praise  of  men.” 

1 2.  “  Because  in  this  life”  “  if  there  be  first  a 
willing  mind,  it  is  accepted  according  to  that 


ours  only,  but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  wliqle  world. 
These  few  of  the  many  passages  of  like  import 
are  “so  plain  that  he  may  run  who  readeth.” 

2.  Because  “  faith”  in  God’s  jironiisc  to  Abra¬ 
ham,  “  repentance”  for  sin,  “  love”  to  God,  and 
“  good  works,  are  necessary  to  make  a  man  a 


l^niversalist.”  Because  no  man  can  be  a  Univer-  man  hath,  and  not  according  to  that  wnich  he  hath 


salist  without  faith  in  the  record  which  God  hath 
given  of  his  Son,  which  record  is  “that  God  hath 
given  to  us  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son;” 
nor  without  believing  repentance  is  necessary  to 
salvation — nor  without  imitating  Deity  by  loving 
Him,  and  all  mankind — even  our  enemies — nor 
without  maintaining  “good  words.”  “Fortlie 


not.”  Now,  as  man  “  hath  noT’  an  infinite  capaci¬ 
ty,  but  is  imperfect,  shctuld  God  require  him  to  ful¬ 
fil  the  requirements  of  an  infinite  law,  it  would  be 
requiring  of  him  “according  to  that  which  he  hath 
not.”  But  as  God  only  requires  of  man  according 
to  the  capacity  which  he  hath,  he  of  course  does 
not  require  of  him  a  fulfilment  of  an  infinite  law. 


grace  of  God  which  briiigcth  salvation  to  all  men  .  and  if  so,  the  punishment  must  only  be  in  propor- 
teachoth,  that  denying  ungodliness  and  every  l|  tion  to  the  magnitude  of  the  transgression,  wnich 
worldly  lust,  we  should  live  soberly,  righteous-'' is  finite;  therefore,  “ any  one  who  pretends  to” 
ly  and  godly  in  the  present  world.”  :  advocate  the  doctrine  of  infinite  sunering  will  b« 

3.  Because  its  general  adoption  and  belief  have  i  ” speechless”  on  this  subject  “in  eternity.” 


a  benign  and  salutary  “eflect”  on  the  lives  of  those 
who  live  agreeably  to  its  precepts,  and  because  J 
by  loving  all  mankind  as  God  docs  the  creature  ! 
receives  the  reward  in  the  duty  enjoined. 


REV.  JOHN  LELAND. 

The  following  additional  and  interesting  let¬ 
ter,  from  this  venerable  advocate  of  liberty,  to 
4.  Because  It  is  opposed  to  the  leelmgs  of  those  c„l,  Johnson,  «e  presume  will  be  read  with  in- 

.  . .  ...... 


who  expect  a  heaven  of  happiness  in  e.xulting  in|i  le^est,  and  we  hope  with  profit,  bv  all  our 
the  miseries  ot  the  damned,  and  of  those  who  an-  l 


ticipate  a  reward  in  a  future  state  for  their  good 
woiks  in  the  present,  which  demonstrates  to  me  | 
that  “  wisdom’s  ways”  seem  hard  to  such,  and  [ 
“  the  ways  of  the  transgressor”  ea?y  and  pleasant. 


CiiE.sniRE,  Mass.  March  29,  1S30> 
Sir — For  forty  years  (next  to  the  salvation 
of  iliR  soul)  the  riahts  of  conscience  have  been 


5.  Because  a  belief  in  a  future  holy  and  happy .  ‘’■’tides  of  my  highest  solicitude.  Not  only 

state  of  e.xistcncc  is  “opposed”  to  “  infidelity,” li  sects  and  societies  should  be  placed  on 

liich  contends  for  no  state  after  the  present.  |;  ■*  level ;  but  that  each  lonely  individual  shoula 

6.  Because  all  “great”  and  “good”  enterprizesji  equal  favor, and  not  |>e  obliged  to  join  any 

of  men  are  llie  efft  els  of  universal  benevolence.  ■  society  to  escape  disabilities  or  oppression.— 


I  7.  Because  a  belief  in  this  “truth,”  contrary  to  Indeed,  I  stand  pledged,  that  as  long  as  I  can 
the  God-dishonoring  doctrine  of  endless  torment,''  use  my  tongue  or  pen,  1  will  never  lie  dormant 
makes  the  present  life  a  heaven  beloto.  It  “m.ikes,|  when  religious  liberty  is  iri  jeopardy.  The  Re- 
it  my  duty”  to  be  resigned  to  the  will  of  a  kindii  port  speaks  for  ilselt.  If  it  can  be  bettered,  I 


Ml  and  there  in  none  else.  I  have  sworn  by  ,  which  contends  for  no  state  after  the  present, 
myself,  the  word  has  gone  out  of  my  mouth  in  i  ''  "  "  “ 

righteousness  and  shall  not  return,  That  unto 
me  every  knee  shall  bow,  every  tongue  shall 
•wear,  surely  shall  say  in  the  Lord  have  I  righ¬ 
teousness  and  strength;  to  him  shall  come,  and 

all  that  arc  incensed  against  him  shall  be  ashamed.  -  - ...-  .  - -  •  , 

1  Tim.  1,6;  I  exhort  therefore  that  first  of  all  sup-  Father  under  all  the  utHietive  dispensations  of  his  '  know  not  in  which  particular.  It  breathes  tba 
plications,  prayers,  intercessions,  jind  giving  of  providence,  gives  me  patience  to  “wait  all  the  |  language  of  John  Milton,  Roger  Williams,  Wil- 
tlianks  be  made  for  all  men,  for  kings  and  for  all  days  of  my  appointed  time,  till  my  change  come.”  j.  liam  Penn,  Thomas  Jefierson,  &c.  and  I  think 
that  are  in  aiilhnrity,  that  we  may  lead  a  quiet  Because  a  belief  in  this  “truth”  insteaa  of  pro-  it  is  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  letter  ana 
and  pcacable  life  in  all  gwlliness  ani  honesty,  for  during  insanity  and  leading  mankind  to  “murder”'  spirit  of  the  New  Testament.  It  hM  B>7 
this  IS  good  and  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  Go<l  theinsolvcs  or  their  friends,”  as  does  the  doctrine |.  qualified  approbation. 

our  Saviour  who  will  have  all  men  to  bs  saved  of  eternal  suflering,  it  gives  inc  an  assurance  tliali  The  report  of  the  minority  of  (he  CopamittQa 
*nd  come  unto  tEie  knowledge  of  the  truth.  For  “whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth.”  Thel  comes  in  company  with  the  other.  After  wbat 
there  is  one  God  [not  three]  and  one  Mediator  glorious  consideration  “overbalances”  al)  tbe|  |  have  said,  it  will  not  be  expected  that  I  shall 
het  ween  God  and  men,  the  man  Christ  Jeeps,  who  troubles  of  this  world.”  ilapproveof  the  whole  of  it.  It  discard  th* 
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idea  of  any  tlieolofical  controversy,  and  yet,  in 
the  very  beginiiiii|',  it  lu}»  the  tuuiidaiiuii  of  a 
religious  war.  Tlicre  never  was  a  Christian 
nation  on  earth,  before  the  days  of  Cunstaninic, 
who  opened  the  Hood  gates  of  error,  and  set 
Christians  at  war  with  each  other.  If  all  Cliris- 
tian  nations  acknowledge  the  tirst  day  of  the 
week  for  the  Sabbath,  the  New  Testament  ne> 
ver  does.  If  our  translation  is  admitteil,  there 
is  not  a  solitary  instance  where  the  Hist  day  is 
called  Sabbath. 

Where  and  when  did  the  wise  and  good  Ruler 
of  the  Universe  appoint  that  all  the  progeny  ol 
Adam  should  keep  every  seventh  day  holy  I  — 
That  God  rested  on  the  seventh  day,  is  certain  ; 
but  there  is  no  account  tliat  it  ever  was  enjoin¬ 
ed  on  any  roan  for  more  than  twenty-four  Hun¬ 
dred  years  after  creation  ;  and  then  only  on  a 
few ;  yet  in  this  space  of  time  lived  Abel,  Lnoch, 
Noah,  Abraham,  Melcliisedeck,  Joseph,  and 
many  great  men  of  God  ;  of  w'lioin  we  have  no 
account  that  any  of  them  observed  the  seventh 
day  more  than  any  other.  But  the  subject  sball 
not  be  left  to  negative  evidence ;  positive  proof 
shall  soon  be  given.  When  the  manna  was 
given,  the  Sabbath  was  appointed,  which  soon 
after  was  incorporated  into  the  divine  code  given 
at  Sinai,  and  certain  death  was  the  penalty  to 
enforce  it.  Forty  years  after  this,  when  Moses 
was  speaking  expressly  of  the  Decalogue,  he 
said  “The  Lord  made  not  this  covenant  with 
our  fathers,  but  with  us,  even  us,  who  are  all 
of  us  here  alive  this  day.”  (Dcu.  v.  3.)  The 
dispute  then  lies  between  Moses  and  those  who 
say  that  the  observance  of  the  seventh  day  was 
appointed  from  the  beginning.  It  was  binding 
on  the  Israelites,  who  were  often  reproved  by 
their  prophets  and  punished  by  tbeir  God  fur 
profaning  the  day :  but  the  i’rophets,  whore- 
proved  other  nations  fur  their  sms,  never  men¬ 
tion  Sabbath  breaking.  IMCi.ducs  i’aul  ever 
place  the  profanation  of  tbe'S^Jibatli  in  the  list 
of  Gentile  crimes.  Whenever  a  nation  has  as¬ 
sumed  the  character  of  Christian,  it  has  always 
established  Christianity— manufactured  a  creed 
— appointed  the  days  of  devotion,  and  enturced 
a  salary  forihe  preachers — and  if  any  toleration 
has  been  granted  to  non-conformists,  it  has 
been  on  very  degrading  conditions.  Such  has 
been  the  case  (without  exception)  from  Con¬ 
stantine  down  to  the  present  day.  Salaries 
roR  THE  Preachers,  secured  by  law,  has  al¬ 
ways  been  the  chorus  of  the  tune. 

I  have  never  been  able  to  say  on  what  part 
.  of  the  globe  the  garden  of  Eden  was  planted. — 
If  at,  or  near,  the  poles,  a  day  was  equal,  in 
length,  to  a  year  at  the  line.  In  any  case,  the 
globe  has  the  same  form.  Is  it  reasonable  to 
believe  that  a  wise  and  good  ruler  vvould  enjoin 
that  on  his  subjects  which  was  impossible  fur 
them  to  perform  7  For  us  to  keep  3G5  holy  days, 
while  our  Northern  and  Southern  brethren  keep 
but  one  ,and  yet  begin  and  end  at  the  same  point 
of  time. 

Let  a  Turk,  Jew  and  Christian  decide  their 
dispute  by  experiment.  Let  the  Turk  keep 
every  Friday,  and  travel  round  the  globe  in  a 
Western  direction  to  the  spot  where  he  started. 
The  Christian  travel  in  the  same  manner  East¬ 
ward,  while  the  Jew  remains  stationary.  Each 
of  the  three  will  keep  their  day,  and  when  they 
meet,  it  will  be  the  same  day.  A  law  of  this 
kind  could  be  given  to  a  section  of  the  world, 
and  be  obeyed  (so  it  was  for  Israel  in  Canaan); 
but  cannot  be  universal.  This  has  strong  bear¬ 
ings  on  the  divine  appointment  of  the  first  day 
of  the  week,  as  on  the  seventh.  The  subject 
cannot  be  developed  in  a  letter.  It  requires  a 
volume. 

If  the  petitioners  sain  their  object.  Congress 
mast  decide  the  contest  between  Connecticut 
•od  Massachusetts.  The  laws  of  Connecticut 


prohibit  recreation,  labor  and  travel,  from  the 
{going  down  of  tlie  sum  on  Saturday,  until  the! 

{ same  lime  of  day  on  Sunday.  Those  of  .Ma^sa- 
iCliU8ctts  allow  a  man,  on  a  journey,  to  tiuvel 
<  until  Saturday  midnight,  and  resume  his  jour- 1 
ncy  on  Sunday,  at  the  going  down  of  the  sun —  { 

{ eighteen  hours  of  holy  lime.  But  recreation! 
must  cease  on  Saturday,  at  the  going  down  of  { 
i  the  sun,  and  continue  to  cease  until  Sunday  I 
.midnight — thirty  six  hours  abstinence.  Wlie- 1 
tlicr  tlie  stages  that  carry  the  mail  must  slop  I 
six  hours  in  Connecticut,  when  they  could  be  j 
running  in  .Alussaebusetts — wiieibcr  currying' 
the  mail  will  bo  travelling  on  a  journey,  in  tbc  ! 
sense  of  the  law — and  wlietber  passengers  in  I 
'the  mail  stage  will  be  considered  as  parties  of 
recreation  or  travellers  on  a  journey,  must  be 
provided  for  by  Congress. 

A  few  years  past,  a  J\Ioral  Society  wao  formed 
in  Bcrksbiie  for  the  suppression  of  vice.  An  j 
executive  committee  was  appointed  to  stop  tra- 1 
vcl  on  Sundays.  Were  it  not  a  serious  sub¬ 
ject,  it  would  provoke  a  smile  to  see  Beizcbub 
in  chase  of  Lucifer,  whip  and  spur — the  com¬ 
mittee  breaking  the  Sabbath  to  prevent  Sabbath 
breaking.  Wliun  the  pursuer  had  overtaken  or 
mol  wiib  bis  game,  they  sometimes  compromi¬ 
sed,  and,  for  a  tine,  tbc  traveller  was  let  go  on,  { 
but  generally  he  was  carried  to  a  juclice  or  the  ' 
county  court,  and  fined  for  breaking  the  Sab- 1 
bath.  But  a  certain  Mr.  Clark ,  being  stopped, 
resented  the  abuse,  and  brought  suit  against 
them,  for  asa.iiilt  and  battery,  before  the  Su- 1. 
premc  Judicial  Court,  where  Mr.  Clark  recover- 1 
ed  a  considerable  sum  for  damages — the  dcci- ' 
sion  being  that  they  had  no  right  to  stop  and  { 
unhorse  him.  This  decision  purified  the  con- j 
sciences  of  the  whole  club.  Strange  bow  the  i 
getting  or  losing  money  will  give  direction  to  j, 
conscience  !  Wlicllier  these  good  souls,  on  coii-  I 
version,  paid  back  ibe  fines  wbicb  they  had  '* 
ken,  I  cannot  certainly  tell.  My  best  informa¬ 
tion  IS  that  they  did  not, 

1  have  lived  long  enough  to  see  that  indivi- 1 
duals  ofiOii  break  over  the  bounds  of  inoial  liu- | 
ncsty  to  injure  their  neighbors;  but  ibis  is  not  | 
more  frequent  tbau  it  is  fur  legislative  bodies  tu{ 
overleap  their  legitimate  guide  and  usurp  the 
empire  of  natural  individual  rights.  'I'lie  ftl ' 
alune  policy  may  be  extended  too  far  ;  but  less  i 
'evils  arise  from  that  neglect  iliati  arise  from  a  ! 
redundency  of  laws.  Tiie  liberty  of  the  iiaiivo  J 
of  the  woods,  under  proper  restraint,  to  pre-  | 
vent  over  tacts  (if  the  expudienl  can  be  found)  ; 
should  bu  aimed  at.  If,  on  entering  into  social 
compact,  individuals  surrender  all  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  ioitl,  then  Government  may  direct  our  food, 
physic,  cosluuie,  marriage,  association,  loca¬ 
tion,  occupation,  private  opinion,  religion,  hear¬ 
ing,  seeing,  appetite,  pronunciation,  vibration  i 
of  the  arteries,  and  every  brea'.li  wc  draw.  But  { 
'if  all  this  is  surrendered,  the  individuals  lose  all  I 
accountability  to  their  .Maker,  and  Governuienl  | 
becomes  responsible  fur  all :  lor  it  would  be  j 
benoutb  the  righteousness  of  the  Dicine  ifting 
to  bold  a  man  to  answer  fur  himself  when  be  | 
was  divested  of  every  attribute  that  constitutes  I 
a  moral  agent. 

If  I  should  vary  a  few  degrees  from  the  oues- 
I  lion  of -Sunday  mails,  it  would  be  following  a 
i  precedent  which  Congress  has  taught  me. — 
VVbcn  members  ut  that  august  assembly  think 
until  they  are  as  lull  of  matter  as  a  botitc  of; 
twine  that  has  no  vent,  they  take  the  floor,  and  i 
seem  to  tear  up  mountains  by  the  roots — ride 
on  the  wings  of  Itic  wine,  and  direct  the  storm. 

I  No  matter  what  the  question  is,  whether  Mis- 
.souri,  Retrenchment  or  Public  Land.  The  hall 
and  the  gallery  are  struck  with  wonder  at  the 
profundity  of  thcoiator;  but  if  the  small  pox 
I  was  in  the  question,  neither  speaker  nor  hearer  I 
I  would  catch  the  disease.  1  see  no  great  evil  I 


in  all  this.  Their  efTusions  may  help  the  next 
question:  at  any  rate  the  next  election.  Have 
not  members  of  Congress  as  good  right  to  ram. 
ble  as  the  late  Patrick  Henry  7  Must  all  be 
guaged  to  speak  in  the  direct,  logical  and  irre- 
i'utable  mode  of  Madison!  All  souls  were  not 
cast  in  the  same  mould.  It  takes  every  man 
to  make  a  world.  I  think  Congress,  on  the 
wliulc,  perform  wonders  They  have  safely 
steered  the  ship  between  Sryllaand  Charybtlii, 
notwithstanding  adverse  winds  and  mutinous 
.sailors.  The  religion  which  I  profess  forbids 
me  to  speak  evil  of  the  rulers  of  the  people.— 

I  honor  tbc  throne  (government)  and  the  a|iir 
(religion;)  but  those  who,  under  a  pretence  of 
religion  and  good  order,  would  shape  my  reli- 
gion  and  guide  my  conscience,  are  usurping 
presumptuous  tyrants.  A  man  cannot  giro 
greater  evidence  that  he  isdeslitule  of  the  meek 
spirit  of  Christianity,  and  ignorant  of  its  genius, 
Ilian  when  be  makes,  or  urges  others  to  miki 
laws  to  coerce  his  neighbors  in  matters  of  reli¬ 
gion.  It  is  like  putting  a  tool  on  the  stones  oi 
the  altar,  or  making  a  new  cart  to  carry  ths 
ark. 

I  cheerfully  subscribe  to  .the  sentiment  thst 
Christianity  is  not  only  a  good  religion,  but  ths 
only  religion  that  ever  met  the  sinner’s  winli, 
and  relieved  his  woes — the  only  religion  that 
ever  brought  pardon  to  the  guilty,  and  gave  ii‘ 
surance  of  eternal  life.  But  as  an  institute  of 
state  policy,  a  question  arises  whether  it  his 
ever  done  any  good.  Has  any  Christian  nation 
ever  exceeded  Tyrus  in  wealth — Greece  in  och 
ence — ancient  Rome  and  Carthage  in  bravery 
— or  modern  China  in  internal  improvement*? 
.And  what  nations  now  arc  more  perfidious  and 
blood  thirsty  than  those  who  have  formed  cru¬ 
sades,  established  an  inquisition,  and  massacred 
the  South  Americans?  l.et  Christianity  operall 
vn  its  own  natural  channel,  and  it  is  a  blessing 
Ilf  immense  worth;  but  turn  it  into  a  principle 
of  slate  policy,  it  fosters  pride,  hypocriey  and 
the  worst  kind  of  crueitv. 

JOHN  LELAND. 

Hon.  R.  M.  JoHxsoN’. 

Br.  Thomas  J.  Sawyer,  has  received  and  accep¬ 
ted  an  invitation  to  become  the  pastor  of  the  Uni- 
versaliat  Society  in  Grand  street.  New  York  city, 
Br.  Sawyer  is  a  young  man,  of  an  excellent  char¬ 
acter,  good  education,  and  of  the  brighteat  prom¬ 
ise  :  and  we  confidently  hope  liis  location  in  New 
York,  will  bo  productive  of  much  good,  and  his 
connexion  beneficial  to  the  society  by  and  to  which 
he  is  invited  to  minister. 

Br.  I.  D.  Williamson,  of  JafTrey,  N.  H.  has  re¬ 
ceived  and  accepted  an  invitation  to  settle  with 
the  Universalist  Society  in  Albany,  N.  Y.  He  is 
to  remove  to  that  place  in  Juno  next.  May  the 
Lord  bless  both  pastor  and  people  with  the  richoet 
of  his  blessings. 
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